a n d p o litic a l in s titu tio n s . E ach o f th e s e serves as p rin c ip a l m ean s th ro u g h w h ic h a c o m m u n ity shapes a n d p reserv es its past.
T he la rg e in c re a se in w o rk in th is a re a d u rin g th e p a s t few y ears led u s to th in k th is m ig h t be th e rig h t tim e to ta k e sto ck o f w h e re th e field c u rre n tly stan d s a n d assem b le in to a single volum e essays by so m e o f th e fo re m o s t sc h o la rs a n d re s e a rc h e rs in th e a rea o f collective m em ory. T he to p ic is p a rtic u la rly su ited fo r Social Research, g iven its in te rd is c ip lin a ry ch a rac te r: A lm ost all th e social sciences ad d ress im p o rta n t asp ects o f collective m em ory. H ow ever, le t us m ak e clea r th a t th is special issue is n o t m e a n t to survey th e v a s t lite r a tu r e o n th e fo r m a tio n a n d m a in te n a n c e o f c o llec tiv e m em o ries a n d th e in flu e n c e th a t collective m e m o ry has o n collec tive id en tity . R ather, w e w a n t to h ig h lig h t th e m o st re c e n t w o rk on th is b ro a d topic.
We h o p e w e have su cceeded in p ro v id in g a set o f p ap e rs th a t
give th e re a d e r a sense o f th e c u r re n t sta te o f th e th in k in g ab o u t collective m em o ry a n d id en tity . 
